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Department Mission and Introduction 

Persian is a Western Iranian language belonging to the Iranian branch of the Indo-Iranian 

subdivision of the Indo-European languages. Persian is spoken and used officially 

within Iran, Afghanistan and Tajikistan in three mutually intelligible standard varieties, 

namely Iranian Persian, Dari Persian (officially named Dari since 1958) and Tajiki 

Persian (officially named Tajik since the Soviet era). It is also spoken natively in the Tajik 

variety by a significant population within Uzbekistan, as well as within other regions with 

Persianate history in the cultural sphere of Greater Iran. It is written officially within Iran and 

Afghanistan in the Persian alphabet, a derivation of the Arabic script, and within Tajikistan in 

the Tajik alphabet, a derivation of Cyrillic. 

Throughout history, Persian has been a prestigious cultural language used by various empires 

in Western Asia, Central Asia, and South Asia. Persian was the first language to break 

through the monopoly of Arabic on writing in the Muslim world, with the writing of Persian 

poetry developed as a court tradition in many eastern courts. Some of the famous works of 

medieval Persian literature are the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, the works of Rumi, 

the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, the Panj Ganj of Nizami Ganjavi, the Divān of Hafez, The 

Conference of the Birds by Attar of Nishapur, and the miscellanea 

of Gulistan and Bustan by Saadi Shirazi. Famous Persian-language poets in the modern age 

include: Nima Yooshij, Ahmad Shamlou, Sohrab Sepehri, Forough Farrokhzad and Mahdi 

Akhawan Sales. 

Persian language was the chosen official language for bureaucracy even among those who 

were not native speakers, for example, Muslim rulers of the subcontinent, the Turks in 

the Ottoman Empire, the Pashtuns in Afghanistan and even Sikhs of Punjab  who preferred it 

over their native tongue. 

Persian, before the British colonization, was the region's lingua franca and a widely used 

official language in north India. The language was brought into South Asia by various Turkic 

and Afghan dynasties, in particular the Turko-Afghan Ghurid Dynasty, Delhi Sultanate and 

the Mughal Dynasty. Persian held official status in the court and the administration within 

these empires and it heavily influenced many of the local indigenous languages, 

particularly Hindi and Urdu. 

Evidence of Persian's historical influence there can be seen in the extent of its influence on 

the languages of the Indian subcontinent. Many of these areas have seen a certain influence 

by Persian not only in literature but also in everyday speech. 

Persian's official status was replaced with English in 1835 by British East India Company. 

After 1843, Hindi/Urdu and English gradually replaced Persian in importance in the Indian 

subcontinent as the British had full suzerainty over it.  

Pakistan has a historic relationship with the Persian language and has a rich heritage in this 

language. To keep in touch with our cultural and literary heritage the teaching of the Persian 

language is very essential. The teaching of Persian was started in 1870 with the establishment 

of the Oriental College. M.A. classes were started in 1922 and regular MPhil & PhD classes 

were started in 2001. 
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Vision 

Ingenious and inventive teaching approach to meet the global challenges and standards.  

 

Mission 

The primary purpose of the Department of Persian is to provide a learning environment in 

which faculty, staff and students can discover, examine critically, preserve and transmit the 

knowledge, wisdom and values that will help ensure the survival of this and future 

generations and improve the quality of life for all. The department seeks to help students to 

develop an understanding and appreciation for the rich cultural and literary heritage of the 

language. It also seeks to attract and serve students from diverse social, economic and ethnic 

backgrounds.   

 

Aims and objectives 

 

To fulfill its mission, the Department of Persian is determined to:  

1. Serve society through coordinated statewide outreach programs that meet continuing 

educational needs. 

2. Participate extensively in national and international programs and encourage others at 

other educational institutions and to seek benefit from the university’s unique 

educational resources, such as faculty and staff expertise, libraries, archives and 

research facilities. 

3. Strengthen cultural understanding through opportunities to study language, culture 

and literature. 

4. Maintain a level of excellence and standards in all programs achieving naional and 

international significance.  

5. Embody, through its policies and programs, respect for, and commitment to, the ideals 

of a pluralistic society.  

Policy of the department 

The Department of Persian is focused to: 

 

1. Offer broad and balanced academic programs that are mutually reinforcing and 

emphasize high quality and creative instruction at the undergraduate, graduate, 

professional and postgraduate levels. 

2. Generate new knowledge through a broad array of scholarly, research and creative 

endeavors, which provide a foundation for dealing with the immediate and long-range 

needs of society. 

3. Achieve leadership in its discipline and strengthen interdisciplinary studies.  

Current status 

• Subject ranking   01 

• Total faculty    08 

• PhD faculty    08 

• Total Students   130 

• Program wise Students  M.A: 61; MPhil: 34; PhD: 37= 132 

• Teacher-Student Ratio  1:13 
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• Automation/digitization  -  

• Capacity of online/ virtual teaching - 

• Entrepreneurship projects   - 

� Teachers 

� Researchers 

� Assistants 

Impact of teaching and research on society 

• Creation of applied knowledge through research: The faculty has created applied 

knowledge through research since the inception of the Department and more than 500 

research dissertations have been completed at the PhD, MPhil & MA level.  

• Transfer of knowledge through teaching: Traditional method. 

• Impact on society through policy making, documents, research, etc.: The 

Department of Persian is the oldest and the most renowned & reputed department of 

the country in its field. 

• Alumni affairs: working on that plan.  

• Students’ placement: The graduates of the department are being placed in Public & 

Private sector Universities & Colleges, Government Institutes, Museums, Achieves 

departments,   and Media houses. 

• Liaison with industry and employers: The Department is determined to develop 

linkage with Private Educational Institutions, Cultural & Research Centers and Media 

Houses to generate internships for its graduates. 

Program Alignments with University Mission 

Based on university vision and mission, this program will strive for achieving the following 

aims and goals:- 

1. Improve quality and standard of education in Persian language and literature to conform 

to national and international standards. 

2. Provide access to higher education in Persian language and literature to the students at 

national expense. 

3. Equip students with implicit and explicit knowledge of Persian language, literature and 

culture and develop critical thinking and applied research skills. 

4. Develop Character and inculcate moral values as desired by the Pakistani society 

5. Promote team-spirit, tolerance and peace among students for their holistic development. 

6. Develop leadership skills among graduates of Persian Department of the University of the 
Punjab for their diverse roles in the society. 

 

Program Aims and Objectives 
The aims and objectives of the BS Persian Language & Literature are as follow: 
• It will make students display substantial proficiency in oral and written Persian, analyze 

Persian texts and make comparisons between them. 
• It will ensure that the students are aware of the nature, origin, history and scope of Persian 

Language and its Literature as a modern discipline and its relationship with other 
disciplines. 

• It will enable students to get knowledge of different core linguistic and literary theories 
relevant to the study of Persian Literature and their various applications. 
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• It will inform the students about the role of Persian Language and Literature in Muslim as 
well as Pakistani society along with the gigantic role it plays in bringing about changes in 
it. 

•  It will familiarize the students with Persian literature written across the Persian speaking 
world. 

• It will strengthen the social, cultural, political, economic and religious relations between 
Pakistan and rest of the Persian world. 

• It will enhance the employability of the students in various fields, such as media, 
communication, teaching, C.S.S. and other relevant fields. 

 

Market Need 

This course will enable to seek employment in various industries, markets & business fields 
like; teaching at school, college and university level, interpretation / translation in electronic / 
print media and foreign Embassies. It, moreover, will encourage students to get employed in 
multinational enterprises in Central Asian countries. 
 

Admission Eligibility Criteria 
Eligibility:        F.A/ F.Sc./ Intermediate 
         or equivalent 
Admission criteria:        Basic 
Additional Marks: 

• Hafiz e Qur’an:        20 Marks 
• Fazil e Dars e Nizami (Recognized):     20 Marks 
• Fazil e Farsi:       20 Marks 
• FA with Persiant:        20 Marks 
• FA with Urdu, Arabic, Punjabi, English Literarture  10 Marks 
• One year Diploma in Persian:     10 Marks 

(Department of Persian, Punjab University or equivalent Diploma) 
 

Merit Formula:  
Academic Record:        100% 
 
Duration of the Program      4 years (8 semesters) 
 

Assessment Criteria 

Mid Term:     35 Marks 
Final:      40 Marks 
Sessional (Attendance/Quizzes/Assignments): 25 Marks 
Total Marks:     100 Marks 
 
Courses Categraiztaions as per HEC Recommendation 

 

Catageries  Numbers of Courses  Credit Hours 

Gen-Ed Course 13 39 
Optional/Minor 04 12 
Distribution 05 15 
Major 17 54 
Additional  04 04 
Total 43 124 
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Note: Gen-Ed Course & Distribution courses will be determined by the administration and 
concerned departments of University of the Punjab, Lahore. 
 

Curriculum Difference 

This course is a broad-based, interdisciplinary degree, which gives students an insight into a 
wide range of social science subjects. It consists of various subjects as Linguistics, Literature 
(Classical & Modern), Criticism, Comparative Study of Literature, Cultural Studies, 
Interpretation / Translation and Religious Literature. 
 
Study Scheme 

Detail of Courses, Codes and Titles:  

Program Title BS Persian 

Duration 04 years / 08 Semesters 

Semester Duration 16-18 Weeks 

Total Credit Hours 120 (Minimum Credit Hours) 

Course Load Per semester 15-18 Credit Hours 

Entrance Requirement FA / FSc or Equivalent 

Number of Seats 40 
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Department of Persian 

BS Persian 4 years Degree Course 
University of the Punjab Lahore 

 

 

BS Persian 

1stSemester 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Course Code Course Title Credit Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR-101 Natural Sciences – I 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

2 BSPR-102 Social Sciences - I: 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

3 BSPR-103 Quantitative Research -I: 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

4 BSPR-104 Arts& Humanities -I: 

 

3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

5 BSPR-105 Expository Writing – I 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

6 HQ-001 Translation of Holy Quran 

)تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  

0 Additional 

 

Total Credit Hours: 15 
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BS Persian 

2ndSemester 

Sr. 

No. 

Course 

Code 

Course Title Credit Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR-106 Natural Sciences - II: 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

2 BSPR-107 Social Sciences – II 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

3 BSPR-108 Quantitative Research - II: 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

4 BSPR-109 Arts& Humanities- II: 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

5 BSPR-110 Expository Writing – II 3 Gen-Ed 

Course 

6 HQ-002 Translation of Holy Quran )تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  1 Additional 

 

Total Credit Hours: 16 
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BS Persian 

3rdSemester 

Sr. 

No. 

Course 

Code 

Course Title  Credit Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR-201 Expository Writing – III 3 Gen. Ed. 

Course 

2 BSPR-202 Pakistan Studies 3 Gen. Ed. 

Course 

3 BSPR-203 Islamiat 3 Gen. Ed. 

Course 

4 BSPR-204 Persian Grammar & Rhetoric   3 Optional  

5 BSPR-205 One of the following options: 

1. BSPR 205 (a) 

Introduction to Arabic language 

2. BSPR 205 (b) 

Introduction to  Punjabi language 

3. BSPR 205 (c)  

Introduction to Urdu language 

4. BSPR 205 (d)  

Introduction to Kashmiri language 

3 Distributi

on Course 

6 HQ-003 Translation of Holy Quran 

)تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  

0 Additional 

 

Total Credit Hours: 15 
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BS Persian 

4thSemester 

Sr. 

No. 

Course 

Code 

Course Title  Credit Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR-206 Introduction to Persian Prose (Text) 3 Optional 

2 BSPR-207 Introduction to Persian Poetry (Text) 3 Optional 

3 BSPR-208 Computer Science             3 Optional 

4 BSPR-209 One of the following options: 

1. BSPR 209 (a) 

Introduction to Arabic Prose 

2. BSPR 209 (b) 

Introduction to  Punjabi Prose 

3. BSPR 209 (c)  

Introduction to Urdu Prose 

4. BSPR 209 (d)  

Introduction to Kashmiri Prose 

3 Distribution 

Course 

5 BSPR-210 One of the following options: 

1. BSPR 210 (a) 

Introduction to Arabic Poetry 

2. BSPR 220 (b) 

Introduction to  Punjabi Poetry 

3. BSPR 210 (c)  

Introduction to Urdu Poetry 

4. BSPR 210 (d)  

Introduction to Kashmiri Poetry 

3 Distribution 

Course 

6 HQ-004 Translation of Holy Quran 

)تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  

1 Additional 

 

`Total Credit Hours: 16 
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BS Persian 

5thSemester 

Sr. 

No. 

Curse 

Code 

Course Title Cr 

Hrs. 

Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR 301 Persian Grammer I 3 Distribution 

2 BSPR 302 Literary Hisotry of Persian in Iran 3 Major 

3 BSPR 303 Classical Persian Prose I 3 Major 

4 BSPR 304 Classical Persian Poetry I 3 Major 

5 BSPR 305 Iqbal Studies I 3 Major 

6 HQ-005 Translation of Holy Quran 

)تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  

0 Additional 

 

Total Credit Hours: 15 
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BS Persian 

6thSemester 

Sr. 

No. 

Curse 

Code 

Course Title Cr Hrs. Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR 306 Persian Grammer II 3 Distribution  

2 BSPR 307 Literary History of Persian in Subcontinent  3 Major 

3 BSPR 308 Classical Persian Prose II 3 Major 

4 BSPR 309 Classical Persian Poetry II 3 Major 

5 BSPR 310 Iqbal Studies II 3 Major 

6 HQ-006 Translation of Holy Quran )تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  1 Additional 

 

Total Credit Hours: 16 
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BS Persian 

7thSemester 

Sr. 

No. 

Curse 

Code 

Course Title Cr Hrs. Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR 401 Spoken Persian Translation I 3 Major 

2 BSPR 402 Persian Mystic Literature (Prose) 3 Major 

3 BSPR 403 Contemporary Persian Prose 3 Major 

4 BSPR 404 Rhetoric’s 3 Major 

5 BSPR 405 Reference Studies and Research Mythology 3 Major 

6 HQ-007 Translation of Holy Quran 

)تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  

0 Additional 

 

Total Credit Hours: 15 
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BS Persian 

8thSemester 

Sr. 

No. 

Curse 

Code 

Course Title Cr Hrs. Type of 

Course 

1 BSPR 406 Spoken Persian Translation II 3 Major 

2 BSPR 407 Persian Mystic Literature (Poetry) 3 Major 

3 BSPR 408 Contemporary Persian Poetry 3 Major 

4 BSPR 409 Thesis / Research Project    6 Major 

5 HQ-008 Translation of Holy Quran  

)تدريس ترجمہ قرآن(  

1 Additional 

 

Total Credit Hours: 16 
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